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(when it was that she became acquainted with
Emilia Vivani), but had returned to Florence at
Christmas.

She had been persuaded to this step by the
judicious Mrs. Mason, who had soon perceived
the strained relations existing between Mary and
Clare, and had seen, too, that the disunion was
only the natural and inevitable result of circum-
stances. It was not only that the two girls were
of opposite and jarring temperament; there was
also the fact that half the suspicious mistrust with
Shelley was regarded by those who did not per-
sonally know him, and the shadow of which
rested on Mary too, was caused by Clare's con-
tinued presence among them. As things were
now, it might have passed without remark, but
for the scandalous reports which dated back to
the Marlow days, and which had recently been
revived by the slanders of Paolo, although the
extent of these slanders had not yet transpired.
Shelley had been alive enough to the danger at
one time, but had now got accustomed and in-
different to it. He had a great affection and a
great compassion for Clare; her vivacity en-
livened him ; he said himself that he liked her
although she teased him, and he certainly missed
her teasing when she was away. But Mary, to
whom Clare's perpetual society was neither a
solace nor a change, and who, as' the mother of